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can be seen one way wp—or upside down—according to the case the beholder essays 


GTATIST ICS can prove anything. It is common knowledge that a given set of figures 
to 


Such has been the case with both historical and contemporary chroniclers of 
the world of witchcraft. So often, as in many spheres of sociological research, writers 
have set out to justify 9 personal and preconceived idea, selecting such recorded facts 
and opinions as may suit their purpose; witeheraft has been persecuted, dismissed as an 
interesting figment of the Church's imacination. regtetied in retrospect a5 a long since 


defunct religion, and criticised as a 


“dont organisation” for illegal practices. Most of 


those who have written ciher chjectively or subjectively of the aliesed cult have assu med 


—because todo otherwise would have been - 
Lov have assumed thet the living cult whic they 
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that witch- 
have been able to 


attitudes could be wrong: perhups some of those who write about wilcherait—past of 
present—could do @ litiie more in the way of homework first. 

A number of groups cxist who claim to enshrine the traditions and teachings of bygone 
ages—and can prove it to their own satisfaction. Piecing together the jig-saw of surviving 


remnants of a “forgotten” cultjure) can be 


beth frustrating and rewarding. Past myths 


and misconceptions will continue in their perpetuation unless fresh and substautive 


evidence is forthcoming to correct the mist 


akes of history. The eult—in all its many 


aspects—may not need it; but can posterity afford to «nore the challenre? _ 


-—~ Where there’: breath, there's life. 
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let nosterity should be accorded it 


* So with witchcraft, ‘Che breath i clearly there: 
cicht, anu witcheraft should enable the writers 


ro do their hormework—andl pet the record siragnt. 
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A correspondent, representing a traditional 
group in the V/est Country, airs his views 
and raises some interesting points 


The report of Mrs. Valicnte’s talk at 
the Pentagram dinner, together with Mr. 
Cochrane's article in the same issue, make 
fascinating reading, and could be said 0 
repreacnt ile two extremes o1 the Crait— 
Witchcraft Ancient and Modern, so to 
speak. From the former one ects the 
Gardnerian atmosphere of sveeress and 
licht coupled with pood clean fun. all 
under the auspicces ot w Universal Auntie. 
Mtr, Cochrane, on the other hand, 18 a 
sort of Kier Hardie of the Craft, a radical 
thinker calling upon us to leap into the 
clear light of today—and tegether search 
for our souls. 

These two viewpoints do show us, 
however, that there is a fair way to go if 
the older hereditary Craft is to come 
together with its modern counterpart. I 
have experienced both of these versions ; 
the former through my mother and my 
aunt, and the latter (rather too easily) 
through one of the many Gardnerian 
High Priestesses—who, I must emphasise, 


SNe 


knew nothing at the time of my connee- 
tions with the hereditary Craft, This has 
shown me just how great the gap is that 
ex ots, and the hard work that will be 
needed if we are to close it. 

Mr. Cochrane's views, nowever, are not 
entirely representative of those of the 
older Craft. A Htc more emphasis on the 
supreme Goddess, and a little less on the 
cert of soul-searching thar can be found 
in half-a-doven cults om ic OC lull LriEe, 
would have Grought hint more m line 
with the beliefs of the group to which | 
have the honour of belonging. We believe 
that in the Cralt it isa case not so much 
of learning something new—but of 
remembering, once again, something old. 

It must be admitted that there are aids 
to this remembering: aids towards the 
sort of knowledge of the Goddess and of 
Seif that we are secking. One such that I 
have scen used is the hallucinogenic 
mushroom/toadsteol Amantta muscaria* 
and, if an exchange of knowledge and 







ideas between covens comes to pass, it will 
be very interesting to see what other 
methods, old and new, are in use. I feel 
that we could all be on the verge of some- 
thing great so far as the future oF the 
Craft is concerned, but how much of this 
fecling is due to personal longings for a 
coming together of the scattered pirces, 
and how much to a genuine belict that it 
will be possible to joi the pieces, | do not 
naw, 1 have, perhaps surprisinely, found 
that it is caster to discuss dificrent ideas. 
with members of the “older” eevens dian 
with the “modern” school The: iecitr 
ier do net wont to fnew, and isk: retuae 
behind digmu. i hast W guid ar rear rather 
to substantiate Mr. Cochrane's ivory thst 
the modern Craft has become a “funk- 
hol:” for those withing to hide from the 
world, 

I hold no brief for the modern world 
myself, but we have co live in it, sad we 
must do all we can to improve it anc keep 
it from becoming & redio-acuive cinatr. 
The things that are being done to the 
natural urder ef things, both ploot and 
animal, in the name of the great god 
Progress; the vast w2ste on armaments 
while millions starve—these are the sort 
of evils that must be fought today: 
whether one believes them to be a natural 
result of mankind being what it ts, oF 
whether one sees it all 5 a mouiral con- 
sequence of the abandonment of the 
Mother Gocdess for an incompetent 
Father God, The Craft could conccivubly 
be a force fur good or merely another of 
the occult curiosa of 20th century Britain. 
The choice, rather frighteningly, 1s ours.— 
"TALTESIN 

*{ once asked the late Gerald Gardner what 
he knew of this mushroom, so deeply emt edidied 
in the myths af Brita thmt no ilustrutor of 
childreri’s airy stormes—even toldny—tails to 
include st sontewhere, He aosweret thut he 
oe etme ond tard dad met Bhim ol Sooreve 
that it ever formed part ol the Wid clinic, 
"This proves tris. how well the sceret ag teen 
kept all this cute, because ta 
etely wrong. D havent s niy wend ie foth 

satury fecie for a sert ol tea Ofewid {rer 
the mushraom, but | have ritually doumk it. 
The revulsion against so-called “toudstools” 
gives us the cline to all this. Merry of these turigt 
are very edible imiced, but countrimen will 
nottouch them. ‘his almost ceriainly points to 
atime when certain of these fungi were tiboo 
because of their sacred quality; L.c., they were 
for eating on religious occasions on 
then probably only by the priestesses or pricsts. 
Robert Graves suggests that the Engish re- 
luctance to cat horsemeat could come from a 
similar race memory. The “unclean” animals 
and birds of the Bible are almost certainly the 
game sort of thing.—TALIESIN 
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A REABEINS 
F eet tM und of 
AGTTY PaASPLenm 
A subject which interests me concerns 
he anthropelorical and folk-lore aspects 
of witeh traditions. I am interested in 
collecting tbe string figures made by 
primitive peoples all over the world, 
some of which seem to be associated with 
sympathetic magic, and healing. I has 


occurred to me that the story wold by 
Gerald Gardner in one of his books 


about the sailors in the Isle of Man 


“buying winds” tied up in knotted 
strings from witches might conceal a 
string figure magic or piay—and it would 
be of great interest to know if string 
figures have a place in witch tradition, 
I know that a cord is one of the witches’ 
ritual tools, but this may be soncthing 
quite dilerest, 2 should stress that | 
am interested in inis question from a 
acientiic standonint. Caw’ cradles and 
Siting gamics arc usually reqordod as o 
PAstine wi chiitrcn and 
trivial to be worthy of mention, but as 
with some other treditional panies they 
may well reflect nota Jintle of the history 
of the people.—Karthleen MW. Basford 
(Mrs.), If Stoney Rood, Alexandra 
Park, Manchesier 16. 


Since her first letter, Mrs. Basford has 
written as follows: “Because of the preat 
-antiouity and world-wide distrtburion of these 
tomes, an that seenenitiom with moo 
mythglory ang caleedcul customs Of pric 
tive peoples it would be of areac interest it 
can be established that string finures, games or 
tricks cecur in the tradisions of Witcheraft. I 
did not mention in my previous letter that one 
Geriian name for the nursery game “(Cat's 
Cradles” is “Hexenspiel"—"Witch’s Game.” 
Tt may or may not be sipnificant, There is 
evidence that “Cat's Cradles” originared in 
Korea, and caine to Europe by the tea-trade 
route.” 
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Editorial conmitants to “Pentagram” make the 
following observations: 

Cords snd string play apart in all types of 
magic, Witch or otherwise, sore the Brahmin 
Sacred Thread she monk's pirdle of chastity, 
ete. The valuc ft cord is that it will take op any 
pattern in three dimensions, Using it will make 
the fincers follow the mind or vice versa. To 
the knots if. to Mianiieet menial intentions an a 
miterial bevel. aot patterns can therefore be 
related to mind patterns, especially by some- 
one Who can aeither read nor wnte, and 

proculuics Ofkrati o.: ond arranging cords can 
e equated mm terms of consciousness on 
Wes lovcis. 

At a meditational ad, 4 cord ig rnte voli 
able, toa at con be put to many + Having 
sound poyeholas ical purpus et. Pie oats 
cradle" tor instance, illustrated the process of 
inverting objective and subjective conscious- 
fess. One miche almest look at cons as being 
ameans of making mind-pictures with fiuiduy 
m, urpase, 

whole subject of Witch-cords is more 
‘nvolved than might be supposed, and needs a 
t deal of research. One could write on 
one subject at great length if Pentacram 
space permitted. In fact it would make a 
pris of its own to keep researchers working 
f¢ quite a while. Perhaps Airs. Bastord would 
care to start this ball (ofstriag |) rolling ?—W. G, 


Mrs. Basford has raised an interesting point 
about the real purpose of cords, harvest twine, 
atring dolls, etc. "I They appear to have originated 
from the woven strands of Old Fate, the major 
deicy of ull true witches. They ore, of course, 
the origin of such deseriptive terns as “spell- 
binders.” When worked up properly they 
thunld contain many diferent parts—he rhi, 
bothers tad impedimenta of the perticulir 
chan. They wre generally referred to in tle 
trade as “ladders,” of in soinme cases as 
“yarlands,” and have much the same meaning 
wo tme three crows, That is they can contin 
three blessines. three curses, or three wishes, 
A witch alo possesses a devouonsl ladder, by 
which she may climb to meditational heights, 
knotted to a sirmlar pattern as the Catholic 
rosary. 

The Celtic practice of binding the dead, used 
now as a devotiontl ald by some modern 
groups, was originally an indication that the 
dead person had undergone the necessary 
stages and poneanon towards the final 
judpement and redempuon. Che actual pattern 
of the knot wae contidered to be the important 
thithe; the pattern formed by the limes of the 
binding beg a symbol of secondary impor 
is 

sander the Great, by cottine the (Gordian 


Kot, mone to alban sunciey th was 
ane to ci 2 me NT Pete WIG ne Sab. OS fi 
fru. Tt waste action d-truly Prat mir 


ir the mat was sound upen ti is Sek OH Lhe 

Twin Bulls, the Mosters over Life and Death, 
It may be thar when he later built a termmple to 
Nemesis he was attempting to buy oif the 
terrible fate of his former acnon, 


The art of bindings to be seen in one of i*s 
best forms in the oid craft of tharching, The 
pers and binders are traditionilly put into a 
crosted shape, Scld be atin strecture over the 
roof trees that aiso has a very close connectivn 
with Wirteherars, 

The so-calle! “sacred aviece’* t ld in such 
reverence by somie Witches wits in fect @ 
weaver’s distull—and eould exily be mustaken 
for a phallic symbol. The weaver's distatf, 
bound with reeds or struw, apncars frequently 
in rural carvings and clewhere, lt a¢ain hos 
reference to the Graft and supreme Deity. It 
would appear that the witches were notin the 
least intiuenced by Feudijan concepts, 


There is good reason to assume that the 
nursery game of snakes and ladders originated 
in a much older pastime cunmectsd with 
binding, One aipect of the snake is that of the 
Tempter or Dettroyer, and the pame reminins 
as a lesson upon life: one either ascends by the 
aid. of the ladder, or descends via the snake, The 
action of the game is still dependant upon the 
throw of a black and white cube (dice}—a 
symbol of Fate from ancient times, 

Bacictily the cords of binding, as used tnday, 
ate we 2d upon with misthen ent! it 
Oriuly they were cords of Fare, woes sisi 
bound ito g chart Jor a detined purpog. 
SETIFIS sap inte a semidance of the 
oer cr peru ta Be aniigencead, they wits 


ble humus mt aoe fepulat OF nativd noir to the 


ject OF Perum terabiy in a putie piace, 

An indicat inten, in un ie iin spel, 
sie Tater ly placed in the bod at the 
perch ty hy recheck, Ay Tees a witcha 


Kabler, tees ir gs tally, wis once lound in a 
church bellry: preaemably one of the Old 
Cratt could not sivep inte on Sunday mornings 
bewause of the racket of the belly! 


"Cat's crudle” as a pame is interesting 
enough but as a form uf witchery it becomes 
an interesting indication at the complex 
nature of the Craft. Each of the fingers on the 
hands of w witch has a defined meaning and 
purpose, It would be reasonable to assume 
thar, to the knowing eye, the crosses ond planes 
formed by the strings would tell much of a 
particular ritual.—Robert Cochrane, 


More boois to read 


THE LANCASTURE WITCHES. 
Harrison Ainsworth’s famous novel 
was written in 1848 and has been popu- 
lar ever since, but it is now difficult to 
obtain and the Lancashire dialect is mot 
eusy for the modern reader, Recognising 
these ditlicultics, a new “ condensed and 
translated " edition has been prepared by 
Irene Poilitt, who says : * Ia retelling this 
fantastic story, I shall translate the oread 
Lancashire dialect, leaving out wnneces- 
sary descriptions, dialogue, and anything 
that 1s not entircly relevant to the story, 
and thus making for easier reading and 
quicker understanding a story of Lan- 
cashire. a beautiful and generous county 
and the strange happenings that have 
been the base of so many stories of the 
dark deeds around Pendle Hill...” 
Available from Johan K. Ainsworth Etd., 


2 Standish Strect, Kurnley, Lanes. Price 
15s., plus 1s. postase. 

DEVIL WORSHIP IN OERITADS; A. Vv. 
SHiVoon sited Fe £ Haining; Coch Beebe + 


4, 1 
wt eed 

Tits could quire cisily be a rympesinc. of 
extendid wcticles from one of tne wore fund 
Sunday newspapers, he huthors have had a 
rollucking tiie covering {in the words of the 
blood-red blurbs “in obscene rite inthe West 
Country... Voodun.,.. the nude dancers of 
the North ... the Tiki riiwal murdin... a 


black massat Cloehill...sexvaboroist.. . the 
teniple of Pagrnisia in’ Mortfordshive .... the 
death curse ... the hleod-Filed chatee at 
Chideock,” Sp RoeK it Mer hon ine-geliing peyper= 
hacks but they ye 2 ae Perlis anit 
to scpirote the Ww sri, fern the cli oa slat 


they have discrwased and lumped toretivr 
under the vonvenicntiy embracing worl of— 
Witcheraft, Ta give the beok a trace of social 
conscience they express dissatisfaction wiih 
Mr. Henry Brool.c's dismissal of the ides of 
introducing fres 1 anti-witcheraft legislation to 
deal with undesirable practices carned on by 
certain groups. ‘There is clready ample 
levistation in existence: people can always 
leave eroups if they dun't ike them, If they 
are too fmehtened to do so without moral 
suppert from outside they should quickly be 
able to find it, Any sociologist knows that 
strange group prtchices will always conunuc. 

TITCHCRAFT AND BLACK MAGIC; 
Miumtapue Summicrs; Arrow books: 35, tel 
THE SATANIC M. ASS; HH, T. E; Rhodes; 
Arniw Books; 3s. Gd. 

These to. books —totk long out “rt in 

their origioa! 2cittans—make Wo Wy. ae pee 


ALPeAaraNnce Os Tt yperoacks. Montague Suniumers 
wil) med nip reenter fo our res ore Buta 
word about Her Rheates i nrah.cly arora. 
priate. Ele fiat re ‘ct a prolites arn desc taise 
erate beret 4 a o3 lay oe ees ® on. 

bb oh tet h itTh tls 7 ge be et Lode & her 


he 9 eude have remaltic uso xc ively. ot 
a eos Adys, beWweves, fs 


probab.y the worst neasoa for not readit us it! 


by the way... | 
The November issue of News Dimvn- 
sions includes a most interesting article 
by Robert Cochrane outlining in fact/ 
fiction form a ritual as practised by 
hereditary Warwickshire witches. Allow- 
ing for the veil of fiction, the article 
reveals an approach and attitude very 
different from other published accounts 


sacral eWay Putt 
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of Craft ceremonics. The writer has 
endeavoured to communicate his personal 
feclings caused by the ritual in question. 
Pentagram readers who do net already 
subscribe to N.D. may obtain copes at 
38. 10d. per issue from Pestoyrust ef 
direct from the publishers, Hel vs Book 
Service Ltd., 8 The Square, ‘VoJdington, 
Cheltenham, Glos, 
# if i 
Readers in the Provinces who have 
dificulry obtaining books on occult sub- 
pects usually find John M. Watkins, 
21 Cecil Court, Charing Cross Road, 
London, W.C.2, to be helpful. Watkins 
has specialised in the occult for many 
years. Helios Book Service (address 
above) also provides an excellent postal 
book: service. 
The five rcintad star 
It is hoped ina future issue of Peatoecrane: te 
publich on gitiele on the aeicin are) pltore of 
thesien ofthe puntipransy or five-pathres) am, 
froin whieh this nowsletict tales me iene, 
Aieantime, however, 
the following short dis- 


AY Sng or the sign 

po oe of interest: 

se ‘i oo “The pentagram, a 
' five-pointed star 


drawn with one stroke 
of the pen: this sign 
belongs to the most 
rimuitive of markind, 
and is certainly much older than written 
characters. Signa of this tind are auite thy 
itgal ANciAF iu documents we poesen 
The peatajgrainm bas hed several ditierent 
sigmilicpuois at ciifsrent times in tint lrisrory 
of man. ‘The I'vthagoreans called at the 
song a and the Celne priests the witcli's 
oot. It was also known in the Middle Ages os 
the goblin's cross, It alsa represents the five 
senses, or the four elements and the Spirits ‘the 
male and jemale principles are also conveyed 
by the arrangement of the five points, Amonest 
the Dr it was the sign of Godhend, and to 


the Je t vipmibed the five Mesaie books. 
This vis alo popularly believed to be a 
prote: wainst demons and, by analogy, a 


symbo. ; safety. It is beleved too to be the 
symbot of happy homecesmmer. In ancient 
time it was a marie chorm against the people of 
Babylon.” Apart from the phrase in itulies, 
this quotation is teken from Rudelf Koch's 
super? antholeey “Vine Took of Signs.” 
Ludolf Koch, on oumtinding personality 
in the development of the oraphic arts in 
Germany, compiled nearly 30i) sic and 
syinbots into his back, which is litth-known 
outside the world of typoprinlers and crophie 
efi. Phe buok ts tiuastraned by eredibiy 
symipatheric reproductions of the ancient Hans, 
redrawn by Koss and cut on wood by br 


Kredel. 


ir ; 
Past end Future” 

The March issue of Puse and Future 
(2s, 6d. from 3-4 Hilleate Place, London 
W.8) contains an article by Justine Glass 
entitled “Will Witchcraft Survive ?" Miss 
Glass, as readers will recall, is writing a 
book on witchcraft and the article in 
P & Fis ample evidence of the objective- 
ness of her approach to her subject. 
Several readers have already helped her 
with material for her book but Miss 
Glass will be pleased to hear from others. 


a 
| erg me 
4 pat ¥ 
' 7 ae 
- 
+ A 
i e ee he 
Figs a = 
v= ' ry i's 
' F Fnn i, pond: 
L" a © EP 
io ue 
4 " 
i 
+ 
—— : Pi es an lees ie ee : - OE rill of Sto ST 


“PENTAGRAN 


For the benefir of the many readers 
who have first heard of the Rolirigit 
Stones through mention of them in 
Pentecram we ere pleased to publisin thrs 
photeeraph by Nerman: Gills, himself an 
wépert om the tradi and lere ov the 
Cotswolds, ‘Thom idyhsc situation, at a 
hediring of me 7OU fect on whe biecerst t 
Oxtordshire and Warwickshire, is in inelf 
inducement enough for a wisit, ‘Thiey 
consist of a stone cizcle (some 35 vare's in 
diameter}, a solitary upright stone, called 
the King’s Stone {about 100 vards irom 
the circle} and a separate dolmen ef five 
stones, known as the Whispering Kuiglirs. 
The King’s Stone, on one side of the road, 
is in Warwickshir +; the others are all in 
Oxfordshire, 

T. H. Ravenhill, in his mow-rare bonk- 
let (“The Rollright Stones and the Men 
who Erected Them"—Sold for the 
benefit of Parish activities in Little 
Rollright, 1926 at ls. 6d.) suggests that 
there are 77 stones in the circle, varying 
in height from ground level to 7 feet 
2 inches. Local tradition, however, has it 
that it is impossible to count thie stones and 
a different answer will be obtained at each 
attempt. The story is teld of a baker who 
“rosolving not to be outwitted, hicd he to 
the spot with a basketful of small loaves, 
one of which he placed on every stone, In 
vain he tried: either his loaves were not 
sufhiciently mitmerous, or some sorcery 
misplaced thin, and he pave up in 
despair.” Others say that the birds came 
and ate his loaves so that he could not 
CUNT thom up afterwards... 

Another famous lerend tolls thar there 
Was 2 Wise Woman culled Mother Siipron 
(of Shiptan+undes-"“Cvehwood) who lived 
thercubours, Ope day she mer a Eng, 
marching at the head of his arn’, advanc- 
ing to claim the Kingdom ot Enciand; 
there were in his army tive knights who 
were in league against him, and stood 
apart whispering among themselves. 

She approached the King, who was close 
to the mound on which the solitary stone 
now stands, from the top of which mound 
he would be able to look down into Long 
Compton and far into the valley beyond. 
But before he had begun to ascend the 
mound she stopped him; and his army, 


” TRIP TO ROLLRIGHT STONES 


secing the King stop, halted alse. She 
asked him what was his object in marening 
with his army through there parts; and he 
told her. Whereupon she seid: 

“Seven ttrides whouw silt tase, 

ff than Lowe Coniston ion cansbses, 
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that seven strides would wke him fie 
enough up tieslone of the taound to look 
down into the villac:. But when he lad 
taken his seven strides he found thet the 
summit of the mound gill hid it from iis 
sieht. The witch apain addressed) bina: 

“Stand still stone; 

Ring of Bugland thou shall be mene.” 

Upon which he was turned into the 
Kinz’s Stone, and sziil aiarcd ise 
roading over who ugar have been; and 
his army behind him became the Circle; 
while the Five Knights suil hold aloof 
and whisper treachery together against 
the King. 

Some historians have suacested that the 
Rollright Stones are Druidic, and it is 
interesting to note that the diameter of the 
Circle is 35 yards—the saime us Stone- 
henge. Dr, Stukeley, who first drew 
attention to this similarity in 1743, also 
says of a spot sear the Kine’s Sine 
“Hither, on a ce-tain day of the year, the 
young Men and maidens customarily 
meet, and make merry with cakes and ale. 
And this scons to s the remains of the 
Vory amcicut foes. iu here celebrated in 
memory of the interred...” 

Later in the year Pentecram plans to 
arcinge a coach trip eay out irom Len. on 
to visit the “‘ollricht Stones and 
AUSTIN Of wehecrert ni ourten-on- 
the-Water. The coach will rrobably feave 
central London at about 10 a.m. and 
return in the carly evening; fare probably 
15s. a head, A short stop at the Stones 
would enable the party to be in Bourton- 
in time for lunch, after which a couple of 
hours would be allowed for the Museum 
and the other attractions of Bourton— 
including a splendid private aviary of 
exotic tropical birds, which is also well 
worth secing. Readers who would like to 
join the trip arc invited to notify Penta- 
gram, indicating whether a Saturday or 
Sunday would be preferred. 
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ly mother, a child in Victoria's reicn, 
lived next door to the last member of the 
local coven. Although Mrs. 5, the witch, 
had five children of her own, not one of 
them followed the old Craft, In fact it was 
common knowledec they thought their 
mother to be slightly mad, and refused to 
assist her in her work at all. My grand- 
mother thought diitcrently and the two 
ladies were firm friends, exchanging 
gossip, upon which a considerable amount 
of professional witchery depends, and 
going out together upon a shiny night to 
coflect the herbs of the trade. They often 
worked together over the coal ranec, 
peering iio the boiling pot as the herbs 
fuxcd to create the magic distillations of 

achorrh 

Motlier, the youngest davehter, was 
ten scars ch when fisiinvited tof 
Mrc, B. She would suend amb hold 
hand-made taper while grandimother end 
Airs. 2 civcumvented the room, voices 
rutsed in a chant, one whirling the ladle, 
the other the fire reke—stirring up things, 
calling upon the Gods to assist them. 
Decasjonally she would be asked to hold 
hands with Airs. B as the old lady peered 
int a common glass dish to Sind out what 

——~ymcune was un to, She also had the 
rie experience of seeing mm overlook 
ute, Mrs, 2 took optus cupboard a sail 
wouden colin, epened it carefully and 
wok out a wax doll from inside, then 
standing upon a chair transfixed the doll’s 
badly tothe door frame with six long stecl 
pails. ‘This operation was carried out in 
absolute silence, and the only remark 
that mother remembered Mrs. B making 
upon the matter Was, “When I cusses, 
my cusses come ‘ome to roost.” They did, 
for rumour had it that sonteone had upset 
the old lady, and it was no matter of 
surprise to my mother that this particular 
tinity wmbatked upon a long string of 
iy JOrrunes. 

Everyone who had a problem sooner or 
laicr found their way to Mrs, B's door, 
she appears to have acted a5 a consuliint 
mvcliatrist, muirriuce counsellor and 2 
rruciive form of National Health Service 
tw half the villaee. all of whom treated her 
With a mixture of amused c..itempr and 
seater twe, Ales. B actually tived by her 
(rah, taking small exchanae for small 
daycurs, and accepting cash im return ior 
thrawingt the leaves for someone. I 
cappeee by modern occult standards it 
Would be easy to condemn the practice of 

—acepiing money in return of Craft, but 
Mrs. 1 was a widow in a world where 
mverty is the only truc crime. 

During the South African war, Mrs. 
‘4 werked up quite a trade amongst the 
eeparting soldicry by making battle 
eharnis, and it was no rare thing to find 
a soldier or two from the local barracks 


“ht « mother's association with the local witch 


waiting patiently in the kitchen whilst 
Mrs, B prepared the necessary ingredients 
which she put inte a smail liannel bug to 
be carried in the pocket, Whether or not 
these charms were effective I do not know, 
but they must have given coniidence to 
many a man in a tight corner. 
My mother last saw Mrs. B when she 
returned to the village after being away 
for a few years. The old lady asked her if 
she was thinking of getting married. 
When mother said that she wasn't, Mrs. B 
told her that it would not be long before 
ehe did, and there was a great deal of 
trouble coming afterwards, My mother 
was marricd wichin the year, and five 
years after thar my futher was to be one of 
the few men to have survived active 
service from the beginning ro the end of 
the 1914-15 war, 
ksuPpost that 
of an cpock. but also the end of many 
ancient and local traditions. It ushered in 
the technical monster we live with today. 
It also helped to finish the job Frat started 
by the railways, and finally destroyed the 
old villame traditions and wey of life, and 
with it the remains ef the despised and 
persecuted Old Craft in that area. 


“war was notonly en end 


A Useful Tree-seell 

Trees are a toad geurce of radiant vitality 
ana very low-irequency scale, ond thug can be 
drawn upon under favourable condiions, A 
very useful application of it is for relief, and 
even cure, of many backache conditions. The 
process is as follows. : 

First a suitable tree is selected. It must be 
strong, upright, free from distortions or 
malformations, and of good size, Ash, spruce, 
bitch (but not yew), are all suitable, Ideally it 
should be in a natural sewing away from 
Ininan contamination such as housing cstaics, 
motor rods, etc. 

Ope “makes friends with the tree by 
touching it, talking to it, and thinking inte it. 
Cirele it nine times, either touching it with the 
fingertips, or with the end of vour «tail, Toke 
up the final position North, and leon back 
against the tree firmly as af in tlie arms of 4 
frictid “which it is}; reach your hands behind 
vou, occhures the tree ca i you were hoding 
itt hands, and aay er think slowly and deeply: 


G Tre; 

Sepone Trees Kind Trees 

Take thea tus eeatnen af ity back, 

(rhe me rie if ol pated 

Thar E muy be cs uprigtet as theif 

Betiiten faz Pfeatrs 

And tie carol beneath 

Secure fro stort 

dnd blessed in every branch. 
May this be so, 


After this has been repeated a number of 
times until a sense of “rapport” is felt, relax 


rT 4, 
Ne i 
ae | i 


il cue cw) 
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aaa Pie alaparipis deinen, Susp sirs 
r perhaps ten minutes or $0. Hrcathe slowly 
and deeply, thinking of nothing cxecnt peace 
and tranquillity. After a little, there should be 
a ee our” fecting in the back whiels varies 
with individuals. When it is felt thot the treat- 
ment is over, break contact rently, thank the 
Nature Spirits for their ltt, “pay” the tree 
by sticking a pin inte the bari, and take a small 
piece of the bark for a “pocket-link” to carry 
with vou. 

This process can be repeated with a number 
of trees so that one's linkare with such natural 
sourees of healing are thereby increased. The 
healing process with trees is often slow, and 
“instant cures” are not very likely. 

An original method of using trees for healing, 
is similiar to the foregoing, except that the 
diseased part of the body is rubbed with o 
ribbon of rag which is then ded of fied to the 
trees with an iron nail, ‘This forms vhe peces- 
sary link. Two famous such trecs are the 
Virgin Mary's Tree ut Matarich (Eevpt), anu 
the tree pear the Mile where Mores war said 
re have Been found in the tullruihes, Da tas 
country, the Cisstenburs Thora was once 
wed in such a way. 

If practicoble, it ia best to work this spell 
with bare fect so a6 io eatbleh goed earth- 
conteh—W. tr. 


Tne Horned God 


Ay the flaine that burnetis bright, 

©) Hornéd Cz! 

(t's call The nove inte the might, 

O Awctenr Une! 

Thee ee trooke, bv te me -=lel sau, 

By the standing stone ae oc teusted frre. 
Thee we tvobe, where gutlir Diine on, 
By the nameless sirine Jorsonien ane kk 
Come where tie reir of ttre cmc is tree 
Horn and hac f of}. Guarfoat Goa! 

t ft - PP J ' 


Ay WHMINIE Ww 
ihe whe dao saccd a Atul aed soe 
Cone to tie chit OF Use CRN pra ery 


As the moon becorrakus tre uateghit aur. 
Evoke Thy porvers, that potent bide 

In shining stream and tie secret de, 

ia fiery flame by starlight pale, 

dn shadotwy heir thar rides the gale, 

And by the fern-trahes fairy-hawned 

Of forests wild end woods enchanted. 
Came (Gane 

To the geart-bear's drum ! 

Come to wt tole gather bel 

When the broad tAite noon 1s elietbing slow 
Throngh the stars to the heaven's height, 
We hear Thy Roots om the wind of mht | 
As black tree-brancher shake and ster, 
By joy and terror tee Sonrtt Titee a 
ie speak the spell Dy cer nmocks 
viv Sodstree, Sabi ta gt he, 

Word of tirtte ile ved fa nerd, 

Frou pratt: 4 te the tide world's end, 
Siete a tarne @ — 

The Alessine Pan! 

Blessdd be a! on fourth ana Aald, 


Biessed qi all guts Mure a Eye} 
Bitassddf be get rtrenein ated bores 

& te . 1, fofrr’ y Se Ft 
Viste fo er fred our eves 


if whe an duet 
Past the Gate: of Diseth ant Bieri, 
Our inheritance 0) earn. 
From aur soul the see of spring 
Fade not in ony sounedertng. 
Our fife sith all Life ta one, 
Ry blackest might or the noonday sunt. 
Eldest of Gods, on Thee we cali 
Blessing be on Thy creatures all. 

© Doreen Valiente, 1965 


ANOTHER MUSEUM 

Since our last issue, Pentagram has 
heard that there is another museum of 
Witchcraft at Boscastle, Cornwall. 


